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All the words 
1. Prelude 

Hamelin Town's in Brunswick, 
By famous Hanover City; 
The river Weser, deep and wide, 
Washes its wall on the southern side; 
A pleasanter spot you never spied; 
But, when begins my ditty 
Almost five hundred years ago, 
To see the townsfolk suffer so 
From vermin was a pity. 

The river Weser, deep and wide, 
Washes its wall on the southern side; 
Was a pity. 

Rats! 

 2. Rats! 
Raaatsssss! 

They fought the dogs, and killed the cats, 
And bit the babies in the cradles, 
And ate the cheeses out of the vats 
And licked the soup from the cooks' own ladles, 
Rats! Rats! Rats! 

(repeat) 

Boo!! (call out angry things about the mayor and corporation: "You're rubbish" etc.) 

At this the Mayor and Corporation 
Quaked with a mighty consternation. 

Boo!  

 3. Enter The Piper 
His queer long coat from heel to head 
Was half of yellow and half of red; 
And he himself was tall and thin, 
With sharp blue eyes each like a pin, 
No tuft on cheek nor beard on chin 
But lips where smiles went out and in; 
And nobody could enough admire 
The tall man and his quaint attire. 

A thousand guilders? 

La la la, la la la la la la la la la la! (x2) 
La la la, la la la la la la la la la la, Hey! (x2) 



4. The Piper Plays 
Pitter patter, pitter patter, pitter patter, pitter patter, 
Out of the houses the rats came tumbling. 

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats, 
Grave old plodders, gay young friskers, 
Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers. 

(repeat x 2) 

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats, 
Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 
Families by tens and dozens! 

5. The Bells Of Hamelin 
Ding, dong, ding, dong. Ding, dong, ding, dong. (x2) 

Take fifty! (x7) 

The piper's face fell, and he cried, 
"No trifling! To your word be tied! 
For folks who put me in a passion 
May find me pipe after another fashion! 
After another fashion!   

6. The Piper Plays Again 
He leads us to a joyous land 
Joining the town and just at hand, 

FIRSTS The honey bees have lost their stings, 
And horses are born with eagles' wings; 
And flowers put forth a stranger hue, 
And everything is strange and new. 

SECONDS He leads us to a joyous land 
Joining the town and just at hand, 

All the little boys and girls 
With rosy cheeks and flaxen curls 
And sparkling eyes and teeth like pearls, 

(repeat x 2) 

La la la, la la la la la la la la la la! (repeat, fading out) 

7. Postlude 
Oo oo 

Were gone forever, 

Oo oo 

They wrote the story on a column 
How their children were stolen away 
And there it stands, there it stands, there it stands 
To this very day.
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Raaa

(in a hissy whisper)

tsssss!-

Vivace q. = 152

mf staccato

They fought the dogs, and killed the cats, And
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Rats!

ff

Rats! Rats!

A50

Boo!!

f

(the children call out angry things about

the mayor and corporation: "You're rubbish" etc.)

Meno mosso q.=13856
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Quaked with a migh ty- con ster- na- tion.-
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Boo!
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thou sand- guilders?
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6
8

7
8

7
8

4
4

C

C

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

11

3. Enter The Piper

&
b
b
b
b
b
b ∑ b

b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b

∑

&
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b

2

&
b
b
b
b

11

n
n
n
n

9

∑

&

5 6

b
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b
b

8

&
b
b
b
b
b

4

Œ ™ Œ œ

J œ œ

j
œ

œ

J

œ œ

J
œ œ

j

œ
œ

j
œ œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ ™
Œ ™ Œ œn

J œ œ

j
œ

œ

J

œ œ

J
œ œ

j

œ
œ

j
œ œb

J
œ

œ

j
œ ™

Œ ™ Œ œ

J

œ œ

J
œ

œ

j
œ œ

j

œ
œ

J

œ œ

J
œ

œ

j
œ ™ œ ™

œ ™ Œ œ

J œ œ œ œ
œ

J

œ œ

J
œ œ

j

œ ™
œ œ

œ œ ™ œ ™
˙ ™ ˙ ™

Ó™ ‰ ¿

J

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ Ó

7



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

CLAPPING

f

84

La la la, la la la la la la la la la la! La la la,

89

la la la la la la la la la la! La la la, la la la

94

la la la la la la la, Hey! La la la,

97

la la la la la la la la la la! Hey!

100

∑

&
b
b
b
b
b

∑

&
b
b
b
b
b

∑

&
b
b
b
b
b

>

∑

&
b
b
b
b
b

>

&
b
b
b
b
b

4

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ œ ™

œ

J

œ
œ

‰ œ œ

J
œ œ œ œ œ Œ Ó

œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

œ ™
œ

J

œ
œ

‰ œ œ

J
œ œ œ œ œ

Œ Ó

œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ œ ™

œ

J

œ
œ

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

‰ œ œ

J
œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ Œ

œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

Œ
¿

œ ™
œ

J

œ
œ

‰ œ œ

J
œ œ œ œ œ

Œ
œ

Œ

8



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Moderato q = 120

Pit ter- pat ter,-

p cresc. poco a poco (whispered at first) 
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pit ter- pat ter,- pit ter- pat ter,- Out!
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ff UNISON

of the hou ses- the rats came tum bling.-
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Vivo q = 140C48
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Fa thers,- moth ers,- un cles,- cou sins,- Cock ing- tails and prick ing- whis kers-
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Great rats, small rats, lean rats, braw ny- rats,
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pp cresc. (clapping)

Andante Cantabile q=60 Con moto q.=120
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lost their stings, and hor ses- are born with ea gles'- wings;

65

to a joy ous- - land

And

f

flow ers- put forth a stran ger- hue, And ev ery- thing- is strange and new.

69

Join ing- the town and just at hand,

All

f

the lit tle- boys and girls with

Presto h=90

E73

ro sy- cheeks and flax en- curls And spark ling- eyes and teeth like

80

All

f

the lit tle- boys and girls with ro sy- cheeks and flax en- curls And spark ling-

pearls, All the lit tle- boys and girls with ro sy- cheeks and flax en- curls

85

eyes and teeth like pearls, All the lit tle- boys and girls with

C

C

&
b
b
b
b
b
b ∑

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

2

b

2

&
b
b
b
b
b
b

2

b

2

∑ ∑

&
b

&
b

&
b

&
b

œ œ

j

˙ ™
Œ œ

j
œ œ œ œ œ

J
œ œ

j

˙ ™

˙ ™ œ ™
˙ ™ œ ™

˙ ™ œ ™ ˙ ™
Œ ™

Œ
œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ

j
œ œ

j

˙ ™
Œ œ

j
œ œ

J
œ œ

J
œ œ

j

˙ ™

œ ™ œ ™ œ ™ ˙ ™ œ ™
˙ ™ œ ™

˙ ™ œ ™

˙ ™ Œ ™
œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

˙ ™
Œ ™

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ ˙

Œ

œ œ
œ ˙

Ó Œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ ˙

Œ

œ œ
œ

w
œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ ˙

˙
Ó Œ

œ œ
œ w

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ

14



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

And spark ling- eyes and teeth like pearls,

90

ro sy- cheeks and flax en- curls And out came

All

f UNISON

the lit tle- boys and girls with ro sy- cheeks and

94

flax en- curls, With

cresc.

spark ling- eyes and teeth like pearls

rit. 100

HAND CLAPS 

Latin feel h=88
F

106

La

f

la la, la la la la la la la la la la!

(freeze!)

113

La la la, la la la la la la la la la la!

(freeze!)

La

p fade to nothing

la la, la la la la la la la la la la! La la la,

120

la la la la la la la la la la!
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Adagio  q. = 54

Oo

p (as if far away)11

oo oo

20

p

Oo were gone for e- ver,- oo

mp27

oo They wrote the sto ry- on a col umn-

34

How their chil dren- were sto len- a way- And there it stands,

40

there it stands, there it stands to this

rit. 44

ve ry- day.

f
Meno mosso rit. 
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